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    Greetings from all of us at the Lutheran Study Centre – Malaysia. As

we move into the year 2022, despite the continuing challenges posed

by the Covid pandemic, we continue to place our faith and trust in

God. We are again and again reminded in the Scriptures that we could

hold on to His promises and grace for a meaningful journey ahead. In

Psalm 37:5 we note: “Commit your way to the LORD; trust also in him;

and he shall bring it to pass.” In this verse we are reminded that God

has made a commitment to love, lead and guide us; hence we need to

acknowledge His Lordship and commit our plans as we journey

through 2022. Similarly, Luther in his commentary on Genesis notes:

“But it is the chief subject of all Holy Scripture to know and understand

God when He makes a promise. For He helps and brings support with

the realization of His promises…(LW 8:201). Further, as we read in Psalm

20:4, God is the One who can make our plans to succeed. Let us

commit all our plans to God; since, He alone has the power to bless us

with success.

 

https://www.cph.org/p-614-luthers-works-volume-8-lectures-on-genesis-chapters-45-50.aspx


STANDING FIRM AND STRIVING
SIDE BY SIDE FOR THE GOSPEL OF

GRACE.

PSALM 37:5 
“Commit your way to the LORD; trust
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.”

   I would like to take this opportunity to thank our

mission partners and local member churches for all

the support and prayers in the past year and 2022. We

specially want to express our sincere thanks to

Lutheran Church of Australia, Lutheran Church in

America/IM, Evangelical Lutheran Church in

Bavaria/MEW, and Lutheran World Federation for the

support rendered in terms of human resource,

financial aid and collegiality. 

   As in the previous year, for 2022 LSC has lined up

various projects and programs to serve the Lutheran

Church in Malaysia and Singapore, and the wider

South East Asia region. The program Coordinator’s

Report would provide details of these proposed

events. With the current restrictions due to the spread

of the Omicron variant, we may host some of the

initial events virtually, but God willing in the second

half of 2022, we may be able to host some physical

meetings.   

 One of this year’s highlights would be the LSC’s 10th

anniversary celebration. In conjunction to the

celebration, a symposium has been planned. It is

proposed that the event would be held at Sabah

Theological Seminary. The proposed theme is:

“Standing Firm and Striving Side by Side for the

Gospel of Grace.” (Philippians 1:27). 

   Apart from this, the LSC is also planning to launch a

certificate program in Lutheran Studies (CLS). This will

be done in partnership with the FELCMS Churches - 

 PCS, Lutheran Church Singapore, BCCM, ELCM and

STS. A small fee will apply to offset administrative

costs. Details of the Certificate in Lutheran Studies will

be provided soon.

   According to the Church tradition and calendar, the

Lent season commences with the Ash Wednesday,

which falls on 2 March 2022. It is a time that we

dedicate for serious reflection with a spirit of

gratitude on what God has done for us through His

son Jesus Christ; as an individual and the world in

general. As we reflect and celebrate the forgiveness

we have received through justification and salvation

as a free gift, we are mindful that these were achieved

by Christ through suffering and sacrifice.  The

abundance of blessings we boast about were

painfully gained by Christ and lovingly shared with us.

Lent reminds us that all of these are not to be

considered lightly or taken for granted. 

1.   Journeying Through Lent with Gratitude - We

journey through the Lent season with a heart full of

gratitude and thanksgiving. Paul in Colossians 2:6-7

writes "Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus

the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted

and now being built up in Him and established in

your faith, just as you were instructed, and

overflowing with gratitude." Being rooted in Christ is a

firm promise from God which implants great hope in

us. Although we were yet sinners, the grace of God

with its far-reaching consequence embraced us and

now has put us on this journey of peace and joy. 
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Some Biblical Verses in
Connection with Fasting for Our
Meditation

2.  Journeying Through Lent with

Commitment to Change – Commitment of

change starts with self-evaluation and a

determination to change. Since our lives are

encountered with numerous distractions and

diversions, we need to constantly remind

ourselves to be careful and be committed to

stay on course. For this to be realized, it must

come with an intention and be driven by

purpose to change. Lent season comes as an

opportunity to do some spiritual housekeeping

and focus on spiritual disciplines like fasting

and meditation that put us on a penitential

journey. Fasting is a personal discipline and a

matter between the individual person and God.

We can prepare ourselves for fasting by praying

to God and seeking spiritual directions and the

areas of change that needs to be changed. We

could also do a little Bible study to understand

the art and purpose of fasting. But as Martin

Luther reminds us, fasting is not about public

display or seeking meritorious favour. “Of

fasting I say this: It is right to fast frequently in

order to subdue and control the body…..But one

should not fast with a view to meriting

something by it as a good work. (SL 19, 1017)

 

Matthew 6:16-18 -  “When you fast, do not look

somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure

their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I

tell you, they have received their reward in full.

But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash

your face, so that it will not be obvious to others

that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who

is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done

in secret, will reward you.

Daniel 10:2-3 - At that time I, Daniel, mourned for

three weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat or

wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all

until the three weeks were over.

Ezra 8:22-23  ”I was ashamed to ask the king for

soldiers and horsemen to protect us from

enemies on the road, because we had told the

king, “The gracious hand of our God is on

everyone who looks to him, but his great anger is

against all who forsake him.” So we fasted and

petitioned our God about this, and he answered

our prayer.”

Jonah 3:7-8 “This is the proclamation he issued in

Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his

nobles: Do not let people or animals, herds or

flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or

drink. But let people and animals be covered with

sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let

them give up their evil ways and their violence.

Acts 3:1-3 - Now in the church at Antioch there

were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon

called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had

been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and

Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and

fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have

called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed,

they placed their hands on them and sent them

off.
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LENTEN SERMON
GUIDE 
3.  Journeying Through Lent with
Commitment to Love and Serve – 

Christianity is not a religion but a way of life. A way

that is filled with love and offers loving service to all

around. Hence, to experience Lent with love is an

invitation to care for those who suffer, feel abandoned

and experience hopelessness; especially during this

COVID-19 pandemic and national disasters. We deepen

our faith through prayer and meditation of the Word

to empower us to be able to serve the poor, needy and

the marginalised within our community with the hope

of restoration. “Dear friends, let us love one another, for

love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been

born of God and knows God.” – 1 John 4:7.

 

Called to be a Living Sacrifice – In order for us to

become a living sacrifice, we need to remain in a

strong relationship with God. The Lent season

which starts with Ash Wednesday is an invitation to

us to return to God, who desires to be in close

relationship with us. Joel 2:12-13 - “Yet even now,

says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with

fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend

your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the

Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow

to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” Hence,

as Lutherans we love and serve God by serving

people whom God has put around us.

Called to Live a Holy Life - To be holy means to be

set apart. We read in 1 Thessalonian 4:3-8; “For this

is the will of God, your sanctification: that you

abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of

you know how to control his own body in holiness

and honor, not in the passion of lust like the

Gentiles who do not know God; that no one

transgress and wrong his brother in this matter,

because the Lord is an avenger in all these things,

as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned

you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in

holiness. Therefore whoever disregards this,

disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy

Spirit to you.” It is a call to know and understand

the will of God in setting us apart through

JUSTIFICATION and empowering us through the

SANCTIFICATION. 

ASH WEDNESDAY : 2 MARCH 2022
Text: Romans 12:1-2 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,

holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper

worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world,

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s

will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Introduction:  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of

the Lenten season. A time that has been set aside in

the Church calendar to reflect on spiritual

transformation and humility. Dust and ash in the Bible

tradition symbolizes humility before God. 

1.

2.

MARCH 2022 | Issue No. 1



JOHN 12:18 “MANY PEOPLE, BECAUSE
THEY HAD HEARD THAT HE HAD

PERFORMED THIS SIGN,

PALM SUNDAY : 
10 APRIL 2022 
Text: John 12:13 - "They took branches of palm

trees and went forth to meet him, and cried,

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the

name of the Lord!"

Introduction: Palm Sunday is a joyous day and

commemorates the entrance of Christ into Jerusalem

as prophesied. People rejoiced with the coming of the

savior and it also marks the beginning of Holy Week.

However, a few days later, we know Jesus was arrested

and crucified. People changed their opinion about

Jesus quickly. In John 12:12-19, John gives some details

on the group that was following Jesus and shouting

‘Hosanna’

1.     Following Without Understanding – This can be

a real challenge for the Church. Many who follow

Jesus, may not really understand why they are

following. In John 12:16 we read, “At first his disciples

did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was

glorified did they realize that these things had been

written about him and that these things had been

done to him.” Let us genuinely ponder over this

question and understand why we are following Jesus.

He is our appointed savior and no one else has the

authority to forgive our sins. 

2.  Following Jesus to See Signs and Wonders –

John 12:18 “Many people, because they had heard that

he had performed this sign, went out to meet him.”

Here we note that this group of people had great

admiration for Jesus and looked up to Him as a

celebrity. The Bible reminds us that Jesus did the

miracles not to become a celebrity but to show the

people He is the appointed Messiah. 

3.  Following Jesus and Being a Witness – In John

12:17 we read of another section of the group, which is

constantly testifying about Jesus and glorifying Him.

“Now the crowd that was with him when he called

Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead

continued to spread the word.” Jesus called us to be

his disciples, so that we can become His witnesses,

even to the ends of the world. 

 

3. Called and Transformed – Such transformation

would take place by the power of the Holy Spirit

working in us through the Word of God (Bible). So

Luther notes: “Scriptures alone are our vineyard in

which we ought to work and toil.” (Open Letter to the

Christian Nobility). Let us use this Lent season to

deepen our knowledge in the Word of God and allow

it to transform our mind to become aligned with God’s

will and purpose.

Prayer: God our heavenly Father, watch over us with

your tender love, as we celebrate Ash Wednesday,

which is the beginning of the Lenten season. Help us

to be transformed by your Word and to remain as your

faithful children. I Christ Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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EPHESIANS 4:1, “I THEREFORE, A
PRISONER FOR THE LORD, URGE

YOU TO WALK IN A MANNER
WORTHY OF THE CALLING TO

WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED.

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Love in the Life of Christian Mission in
the World

Text: John 13:1-3 

 The day before the Feast of Passover, Jesus already

knew that itwas time for Him to leave this world and

return to the Father. Jesus loved all his followers on

earth, and He would love them to the end. Jesus and

his followers were having dinner. Satan had already

stirred a desire in the heart of Judas the son of Simon

Iscariot to betray Jesus. But Jesus knew that the

Father had given all power to Him. Jesus also knew

that He came from God and would return to God.

Love is the fruit of Christian's life and without love we

can never be the salt and light in the world. Love is the

pulse and ultimate driver of Christian life and mission.

God is love (1Jn 4:8)and His love is revealed to the

whole world through the Word (Logos), that is, Jesus

Christ, who became a trueman to save the world

(Jn1:10-11; 3:16).

Christ's love is manifest in His life and ministry

consistently from beginning to end (Jn 19:30). It is this

love that shapes our way of thinking and inspires us in

all our actions as people who have experienced the

freedom in Christ. Martin Luther in his writings on the

Freedom of a Christian, has said that a Christian is a

free person and at the same time he/she is a servant

who serves all people. On the night before He was

delivered, that is, when He was facing the crucial

moments before His arrest, it is noted that He

certainly "…loved them to the end" (13:3), even when He

experienced misery and moments of death, He spoke

words of forgiveness. What does this love of Christ

mean to us?

4.  Following Jesus to Find Fault – In John 12:19, we

note that some people who were part of the crowd

followed with a negative motive; to find fault. It is

strange that people with negative intentions were also

in the Palm Sunday procession. It comes as a reminder

to us that those who are against the gospel are

carefully watching us as a Church in order to find fault

and destroy our mission and ministry. Hence, we need

to be careful as we walk for Christ; as Paul reminds us

in Ephesians 4:1, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord,

urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to

which you have been called.” Let us walk carefully and

be guided by the Word and Spirit of God.

Prayer: Thank you God for sending your Son and

paving the way for our lives to be set free through

Jesus' death and resurrection. Help us to journey

towards the victory of the Cross and Resurrection and

help us to remain in the profound truth that Jesus

truly is our King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In Jesus’

Name we pray. Amen.
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MAUNDY THURSDAY
Love in the Life of Christian Mission in the World 

First, we are present with our loved ones, our fellow humans, in their distresses and weaknesses.

Christ is God incarnate who came into the world by as a true human being to be with us whom He

loves. God did not just observe us from heaven, but He came to be with us in all our suffering. Jesus'

action towards us has changed our attitude towards the world. The Christian mission is an

incarnation mission, that is, a mission to be present with the people in their struggles and

weaknesses, not just remembering and praying for them. 

Second, God's love puts all of us into a position where we need to serve one another with humility. 

John notes that even though “... The Father had given all power to Him" (13:3), but Jesus continued to

serve like a servant; who would washed the feet of the guests who came to the master's house. He

who is a God who became a human person and displayed a servant attitude, are we not human

beings? The mission is a Christian call to servanthood to all people regardless of one's background

and position in society.

Third, love is endless (1 Cor 13:8). Although it is clearly noted that Jesus did know that the "time has

come" (13:1) and that one of His disciples will betray Him (verse 11) and the other will flee from Him,

yet that does not stop Him from serving them. In Christian life and mission, we cannot expect a

straight and smooth path, but we must be prepared to travel on a winding road. Hence because of

love we remain faithful to serve to the end, including those who oppose and hate us. It is this love

that inspires and changes the world.

God knows that our love is imperfect. We are human beings who are justified by God but at the

same time we remain as sinners (simul iustus et peccator); hence our love carries an element of

imperfection. Love is a call for us to be involved together with God in loving our fellow humans. May

the Holy Spirit help us in our weakness and imperfection to be God’s faithful servants.




 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are grateful

that You love the whole world. You reveal

this by the presence of Christ with us. You

too radiate Your love to others through our

lives. Give us a loving heart that will

willingly, faithfully, and humbly serve

others, and continue to shine throughout

our lives. Pray that the Holy Spirit empower

us. Amen.
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GOOD FRIDAY : 15 APRIL 2022
Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Text: Luke 23:33-34 / 40-43 - “When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along

with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know

what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.” (33:34) / “But the other criminal rebuked

him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are

getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong. Then he said, “Jesus, remember me

when you come into your kingdom. Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

(40-43)

Introduction: Golgotha, which was the place where Jesus was going to be crucified is outside Jerusalem.

The procession arrived there around nine in the morning. We note that the portrayal of the crucifixion

scene in Luke’s Gospel has wide scope; namely to highlight that Jesus’ offer of salvation included all kinds

of sinners – including those serving a death sentence. Jesus’ action here provides immeasurable hope and

reflects the extent of God’s grace, as proclaimed in the book of Isaiah. “Though your sins are like scarlet,

they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)

1.  Christ’s Determination to Face Death – Crucifixion was a painful and shameful way to die. Here Jesus

is put in that situation for our sake. But to Christ the Cross was not a problem but a solution; where the

power of sin, death and devil could be completely destroyed. Jesus was on a mission entrusted to Him by

the Father; that He should bear the Cross. It was God’s way of showing us how much He cared and loved

us. Now we in the Church are entrusted with a mission; to take the gospel to the lost members of our

community. John 10:16, “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They

too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” 

2.  Christ's prayer for His Enemies – In normal human terms, one would have expected Christ to have

cursed the enemies and prayed to the Father to destroy the people who were executing violence against

Him. Contrary to that what we read in the Gospels that Jesus prayed for them; that their sins would be

forgiven. Jesus was committed to fulfill God’s will and mission; that through His suffering and death

sinners could be saved. “But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!” (Matthew 5:44).

Lets us love our enemies and pray for them too.
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EASTER : 
17 APRIL 2022
Text: John 11: 25-26  - “Jesus said to her, “I

am the resurrection and the life. The one

who believes in me will live, even though

they die; and whoever lives by believing in

me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

Introduction: Easter is both the celebration of

victory over death and an offering of true worship to

God for the reconciliation made possible through

Christ. Human beings have the capacity to solve

many problems, but when it comes to SIN, DEATH

and the DEVIL, human beings are totally helpless

and incapacitated. It is in this context that we

discover the solution to sin, death and devil; the

victorious resurrection of Jesus. Paul writes in 1

Corinthians 15:55-57, “O death, where is thy victory?

O death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is

sin; and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be to

God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord

Jesus Christ.”

 

1.   From Death to Life – Job 14:14a “If someone dies,

will they live again?” Job raised this important

question, and every religion too tries to provide an

answer to it. People generally fear death because it is

seen as the end of life. Christ through His death and

resurrection has brought hope. Easter therefore is

about the death of death and the celebration of life

everlasting in Jesus.

2.  Saved by Grace Protected from Second Death –

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says

to the churches. He who conquers shall not be hurt by

the second death.” Revelation 2:11. The principle is

simple: those who are born once will die twice and

those who are born twice will die one. Born twice

means born physically and also have experienced the

‘born-again’ spiritual birth. By God’s grace such people

will be delivered from the second death in hell. “For it

is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

Ephesians 2:8

3.   Living a Victorious Christian Life – “He has saved

us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything

we have done but because of his own purpose and

grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before

the beginning of time…” 2 Timothy 1: 9-10. Victorious

Christian living starts with the clear understanding of

God’s purpose in our lives and recognition of the

power of Christ’s resurrection which has transformed

us and empowered us through the presence of the

Holy Spirit and the Word of God. As Luther notes: “He

who loses sight of the Word of God, falls into despair;

the voice of heaven no longer sustains him; he follows

only the disorderly tendency of his heart.” ("Of God's

Word", Table Talk)

Prayer: 
God our heavenly Father, we thank you for your dear Son, 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ whom You sent to die for us, 
that we may inherit eternal life. Help us to be your faithful followers. 

In Jesus Name. Amen.

3.  Christ’s Promise for Sinners – Christ was able to promise paradise to the convict because He was God 

and only He has the authority.  Paradise here is indicative of eternal life. Life which is beyond the control 

of time and space. 
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19 March 7-9PM Opportunities & Challenges of the Post Pandemic Church 

Webinar B.Malaysia

26 March 7-9PM Opportunities & Challenges of the Post Pandemic Church 

Webinar Mandarin

2 April 7-9PM Opportunities & Challenges of the Post Pandemic Church 

Webinar Tamil

23 April 7-9PM Opportunities & Challenges of the Post Pandemic Church 

Webinar English

13-14 May  
Lutherans Preach the Gospel as Good news and Teach the Bible as the Word of God 

Physical B.Malaysia

8-10 July  
Lutheran Distinctives Pastors’ School

(35-40 participants) 

Physical B.Malaysia

22-24 July  
Lutheran Youths as a Reforming Generation 

Physical  English

13 August  
Lutheran Response to Predestination and Last Judgement. 

Webinar B.Malaysia

20 August  
Lutheran Response to Predestination and Last Judgement. 

Webinar Mandarin

10 September  
Lutheran Response to Predestination and Last Judgement. 

Webinar English

1  October  
Lutheran Response to Predestination and Last Judgement. 

Physical Tamil

8 October  
Lutherans Preach the Gospel as Good news and Teach the Bible as the Word of God. 

Physical English

15 October  
Lutherans Preach the Gospel as Good news and Teach the Bible as the Word of God. 

Physical Mandarin

22 October  
Lutherans Preach the Gospel as Good news and Teach the Bible as the Word of God. 

Physical Tamil

3-4 November  
LSC 10th Anniversary Celebration 

Physical 

English

PROGRAMS PLANNED FOR 2022
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NEW PUBLICATION



But since Christ has taken my sins

upon himself, has died for them, has

suffered himself to be slain on account

of my sins, they can no longer harm

me; for Christ is too strong for them,

they cannot keep him, he breaks forth

and overpowers them, ascends into

heaven takes sin and sorrow captive.”

Dr Martin Luther
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Library New Acquisitions
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PHOTO GALLERY



Lutheran World Federation Asia Regional Meeting

Bahasa Malaysia Webinar on Lutheran Ecclesiology
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Bahasa Malaysia Webinar on Theological Response to Vaccination 






FELCMS - LCA Meeting



FELCMS – ELCB/ELCA/LWF  Meeting
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